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PRESS RELEASE

CORK HARBOUR EVENTS  &  SUMMER SCHOOL

A series of maritime events  is planned for the first two weekends in June. 

Cork Harbour is a treasure on our doorsteps that is not always fully appreciated by the people who enjoy it in a variety of different ways. Linked to the city by the estuary of the Lee our harbour is an exceptional economic, natural, historic and recreational resource; a resource also for the imagination as attested by its presence in art. 

Meitheal Mara has always held Cork Harbour as one of its core interests. The Ocean to City Race (Sat 4th June), now in its 7th year, celebrates it with a competitive event which traverses its whole length, from Roche’s Point to the centre of Cork city. These new events are on the following weekend and are intended to broaden people’s thinking about this great amenity. 

CORKUMNAVIGATION, Harbour Heritage Trails, Raids

One of the important themes is water trails and the post-Ocean to City celebration begins with a CORKUMNAVIGATION on Sunday evening 5th June. This heritage water trail was developed by Meitheal Mara and the Cork Centre for Architectural Education in 2010 to facilitate the uninterrupted circuit by kayak, canoe, curach or small rowing boat of the island of Cork. The water trails theme is taken up again at the Cork Harbour Summer School on Friday 10th when Clare Wright from the Northern Ireland Countryside Access and Activities Network (CAAN) will talk about water trails developed in Northern Ireland while Arend Lambrechtsen from the Netherlands will speak about Raids - a popular small boat activity for sheltered water in the UK and Europe but which are not yet well known in Ireland.  Arend, described as a star of the raiding scene, will also be present on Saturday 11th June when we stage a first run of our harbour heritage trails.  A number of small craft will converge on Spike Island from different piers, slips and anchorages in the harbour, going ashore for a picnic and conducted tour of the island – experiencing heritage while enjoying ourselves.

Old & New at Port of Cork Pontoon

On Thursday evening, 9th June, prior to the Summer School, the stage will be set at Custom House Quay when a flotilla of small boats will berth at the  Port of Cork pontoon with the theme of old and new. An old Cork Harbour One Design from the 1890s will berth alongside a new one-design, the 1720 class, an old clinker-built National 18 alongside a new high-tech GRP version, a Galway Hooker alongside older leisure boats associated with the harbour.  Members of the public will be able to view the boats and talk to owners about their history.  Following the arrival of the boats, the Gradam Meitheal Mara will be presented at a ceremony at the Sextant Bar, Albert Quay.  Previous winners of this award, presented in recognition of a significant contribution to the maritime sphere, have included Paddy Barry who sailed  his Galway hooker the St. Patrick across the Atlantic and into Arctic waters; Hal Sisk, who oversaw the restoration of the 1894 G.L. Watson-designed Peggy Bawn, and Joe Gavin, the recently retired City Manager of Cork.

Cork Harbour Summer School

The Summer School,  to be opened by Simon Coveney TD, Minister for the Marine, Agriculture and Food, affords an opportunity to hear speakers from all the principal authorities with responsibility for the harbour outline their vision for its future. As well as the Port of Cork Company, Cork County Council, Failte Ireland and SECAD there are speakers on Art and the Harbour (Sarah Iremonger), its history and heritage on a world scale (Cllr. Marcia d’Alton) and the other contributors mentioned above. Chairpersons of the sessions are from the Cork Harbour Forum and Cork City Council.  Padraig Ó Duinnín of Meitheal Mara will  talk about the work of Meitheal Mara in getting people afloat.  Tom McSweeney has agreed to introduce the Event Forum of maritime festivals and regattas  around the south coast.  The Summer School is designed to have plenty of time for mingling and cross-fertilisation of ideas between contributors and audience.  Public representatives for the area as well as officials of the authorities involved will be present. 

We would like to thank our sponsors:

The River Lee Hotel for CORKUMNAVIGATION

The Sextant for the Gradam Meitheal Mara reception

Port of Cork for the use of their board-room and pontoon and other support. 

Cork City Council

Cork County Council

Information:

Contact Marina Sheehan, Meitheal Mara, 021 4316813 oceantocity@gmail.com
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